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ECONOMICS AND INDUSTRY STANDING COMMITTEE —  
INQUIRY INTO DOMESTIC GAS PRICES 

Extension of Reporting Time — Motion 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [11.29 am]: I move — 

That the date for presentation of the report on the Economics and Industry Standing Committee’s 
inquiry into domestic gas prices be extended to 28 February 2011. 

I move this motion on behalf of the committee because it has been explained to me by the chairman that it is an 
agreement by all members of the committee. The committee believes that it will be in a position to hand down its 
report by December. That is its hope and wish, but it wants to extend the reporting date to 28 February 2011 to 
give it a bit of leeway in case it is needed. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [11.30 am]: The opposition is agreeable to changing the reporting date of 
this inquiry. As the house would be aware, this inquiry is the result of an opposition motion. It was its idea to 
refer the issue of the price and availability of gas in Western Australia to this committee. It suggested that 
30 September 2010 be the reporting date for the committee. I realise that it is a big task.  

In my original conversation on the issue with the member for Riverton, who is the chair of the committee, he 
suggested that it might be necessary to extend the reporting time to the end of the year. I note that the proposed 
date is now two months beyond the end of the year, which gives the committee approximately nine months to 
inquiry into this important issue. We agree with that. However, I believe that this is a matter of some urgency 
and if the committee can conduct its deliberations and come up with a report in a closer time frame than the end 
of February 2011, it would be appreciated by everybody concerned, particularly consumers and those in industry 
around Western Australia. I urge the committee to take up the task with relish.  

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton) [11.31 am]: As chair of the committee, I will make a couple of comments on the 
reasons for this request. Firstly, we are almost at the end of an inquiry into Department of Environment and 
Conservation pastoral leases, and the committee would like to conclude that inquiry. In fact, the committee 
believes it owes it to the many people who have made contributions to that inquiry to finish it. Secondly, the 
committee chose 28 February 2011 as the reporting date, but it is its intention to complete that inquiry before 
that date. The committee has come to the house with a date within which it believes it can easily finish its 
inquiry. The committee expects to finish its inquiry before that, but it needed to put a date that is the longest it 
considered feasible.  

Question put and passed.  
 


